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PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENT "EYES ONLY" 



HARRIMAN, HILSMAN AND FOREST AL HAVE DRAFTED FOLLOWING 
TELEGRAM TO SAIGON AND CINCPAC. SUBSTANCE GENERALLY 
AGREED TO BY ADMIRAL FELT AND CLEARANCES BEING OBTAINED. 

FROM BALL AND DEFENSE, SINCE SITUATION IN SAIGON MAY NOT 
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REMAIN FLUID FOR LONG,' DEPARTMENT BELIEVES DESIRABLE TRANSMIT 
THIS MESSAGE TONIGHT* AMBASSADOR LODGE AGREES WITH ASSESSMENT 
THAT NHU IN CONTROL BUT DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER MILITARY WOULD 
ACT AGAINST HIM. LODGE RECOMMENDS WAIT AND SEE. HARRIMAN, 
HILSMAN AND I FAVOR TAKING THIS ACTION NOW. WILL ADVISE YOUtf* 
RE- ACTIONS BALL AND DEFENSE, BUT SUGGEST YOU LET ME KNOW 
IF YOU WISH COMMENT OR HOLD-UP ACTION. BEGIN TEXT DRAFT CABLE: 









ut £ . W ‘ '316# 

TOP SECRET 


FROM FORRESTAL 
>VoO)Vv 

FOR FOR PRESIDENT 



LLY 


: C. r :!VE0 

s 


• C A 



/* 

✓ O- 


24 21 31 



PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENT "EYES ONLY" 


HARRIMAN, HILSMA'N AND FORRESTAL HAVE DRAFTED FOLLOWING 
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AGREED TO BY ADMIRAL Pj^ELrP AND CLEARANCES BEING 
OBTAINED FROM BALL AND DEFENSE. SINCE SITUATION IN 
SAIGON MAY NOT REMAIN FLUID FOR LONG, DEPARTMENT 
BELIEVES DESIRABLE TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TONIGHT. 
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ACTIONS BALL AND DEFENSE, BUT SUGGEST YOU LET ME KNOW 
IF YOU WISH COMMENT OR HOLD-UP ACTION. BEGIN TEXT 
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